Mutism as a consequence of callosotomy.
Transient mutism has been reported following commissurotomy and callosotomy. The cause for this mutism is unknown. A case of mutism following callosotomy is presented, and the preoperative and postoperative data on neurological, physiological, and psychological functioning are discussed. The data suggest that the mutism is not caused by general intellectual deterioration, cortical lesion, or peripheral damage affecting speech production. The syndrome may result from severing interhemispheric connections in cases where both hemispheres are required for speech production.